
July 1, 2020 
 
Hello church! 
 
You may have heard that I was appointed supervising elder of Middleton United Methodist Church 
effective June 22. Under normal circumstances, I would be looking forward to meeting you in person 
sometime soon. During this anything-but-normal pandemic, I am reaching out via letter instead to 
introduce myself. 
 
You and I are entering new territory together with my appointment as supervising elder. This is a new 
role for me. I am called to help you as we define our path forward in ministry, cooperating to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of the world. I am excited about the future we can map 
out together, including finding the appropriate person to serve as the spiritual leader once we are able 
to hold in-person worship services again. We are entering a season of prayer and discernment about 
what and who we want to be, and I ask you to lift Middleton UMC up in your prayers each day. 
 
I have been a pastor for almost 39 years: seven and a half years in the Southern Baptist Church, three 
years in the United Methodist Church in the Mississippi Conference, and the last 28 years in the Oregon-
Idaho Conference (including 10 years at Caldwell and 13 years and counting at Meridian). I have a 
bachelor of science degree in psychology from the University of Southern Mississippi, a master of 
divinity degree in pastoral care and counseling from New Orleans Baptist Theological Seminary, and a 
master of divinity degree in New Testament theology from Memphis Cumberland Presbyterian 
Seminary. My wife, Jeannine, was born in Caldwell (as was her mother) and is a proud graduate of The 
College of Idaho. Suffice it to say that my ties to Canyon County run deep. 
 
I also have ties to Pastor Chuck and his wife, Dawn. Before he was appointed to Middleton, they both 
attended Meridian UMC – and I even officiated at their wedding. I can understand the grief some of you 
feel that they are moving on, because the Meridian congregation felt the same way when they left 
Meridian to come to you. I promise to be mindful of your grieving process as we move forward together. 
 
As we begin ministry together, you should know that my life is all about relationships: my relationship 
with God, with my wife and family, and with the people with whom I serve. In my ministry, I follow three 
adages:  
 

1.  People don’t care how much you know until they know how much you care. Quality preaching 
and teaching are important, and they are among my strengths, but I believe it is crucial to reach 
out to individuals in Christian love. Making a phone call, sending a text, or making a visit (when 
we are once again allowed to do so) tells people that you care about their personal triumphs 
and tragedies, solidifies their relationship with the church, and reinforces their relationship with 
God. 

2. Trust God like it all depends on God, and work like it all depends on you. Church change or 
growth does not happen by accident. It happens through intentional work. Churches grow by 
blood, sweat, and tears – the blood of Christ and the sweat and tears of those who follow Him. 

3. Wherever I serve, I endeavor to create a bastion of moderate Christianity in the sea of 
extremism in which we live. I believe that God calls us to love all people – and that all means all. 
We can come together from all walks of life, keeping our eyes on God. What matters is the 
beliefs we share. That means Republicans and Democrats can enjoy fellowship together. That 
means people who do not believe in same-sex marriage can share a pew with a same-sex couple 



to praise God. That means Bronco fans and Vandal fans can work side by side in ministry. As 
John Wesley said in “The Character of a Methodist”: “The distinguishing marks of a Methodist 
are not his opinions of any sort. His assenting to this or that scheme of religion, his embracing 
any particular set of notions, his espousing the judgment of one man or of another, are all quite 
wide of the point. Whosoever, therefore, imagines that a Methodist is a man of such or such an 
opinion, is grossly ignorant of the whole affair; he mistakes the truth totally.” 

 
As we move into an immediate future defined by a public health emergency, I invite all of you to join my 
online congregation. Services are broadcast at 9:30 a.m. Sundays but will also be posted on the 
Middleton UMC website and Facebook page for you to view at your convenience if you cannot “attend” 
on Sunday mornings. 
 
Despite the challenges of social distancing, we will get to know one another, and we will advance the 
Kingdom of God together in Middleton. If you have something on your heart, send me an e-mail at 
pastorjohn@meridianumc.com or call me at (208) 895-9855. (I am working from home until restrictions 
are lifted.) 
 
I am excited about getting to know you and our church.  
 
Your Brother in Christ and Fellow Servant,  
 
The Rev. John Mars 
(Pastor John) 
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